[Recurrences after completion of the treatment of acute lymphoblastic leukemia in children].
Within the past 16 years, 2004 children with the acute lymphoblastic leukemia were treated at the Centres of the Polish Pediatric Study Group. The treatment was completed in 887 patients (44.3%) with the first remission. Recurrence was noted in 180 children (20.3%). This group was analysed in view of the type of therapy and its effect on the survival rate, significance of recurrence following therapy, character and localization of recurrent disease, and further fate of patients. It was found, that patients with isolated late nuclear recurrence have greatest chances to achieve subsequent remission. Most frequent and severe is recurrent bone marrow involvement which requires intensive chemotherapy combined with bone marrow transplantation due to unfavourable prognosis. Patients with the first recurrence of the acute lymphoblastic leukemia have a chance to achieve subsequent remission and long-term survival.